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Head Masterôs Introduction 

I am delighted to introduce to you another issue of the Old Altrinchamians          
Association newsletter. This academic year has been one of many high points, but it 
began in September on a note of great sadness due to the death of Robert     
Anderson, a pupil who should now have completed his GCSE year.  Robert died  
suddenly of asthma in August 2009. 

The death of any member of our school  
community hits home hard but  the         
suddenness of Robertôs death from an 
asthma attack on his way home from playing 
football with his friends made it all the more 
difficult ï especially for his many close 
friends in Year 11 and those teachers who 
had got to know him so well over the years.  

The response of boys and teachers was  
magnificent.  A committee of Year 11s led a 
campaign to raise awareness of the perils of 
asthma which culminated in ñRobert    
Anderson Dayò in May.  Their efforts not only 
gave everyone at School pause for thought 
but also raised significant funds for the 
ñAsthma Awarenessò charity.  At the end of 
an afternoon of sports organised by our Year 
11s ï because sports was Robertôs main  
passion ï a memorial and School prize board 
was unveiled by Robertôs parents in ñThe 
Grammarò. 

Thus our Year 11 boys left for their GCSE study leave on a positive note. Some good 
has come out of this tragedy.  It is another example of the kindness,                  
resourcefulness and determination of AGSB boys.  

Tim Gartside 
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Annual General Meeting  

The Associationôs A.G.M. will be held at the School on Wednesday 10th November 
2010 at 7:30pm. We will welcome any members of the Association as well as Old 
Boys who are thinking of joining.  

 

Annual Reunion Dinner  

The general consensus from those who attended was that the Annual Reunion din-
ner was a great success, well-attended by both regulars and also a welcome influx 
of first -time attendees. Ringway GC was a good location and the ticket prices, 
slightly reduced in price compared to last year, sold well. Any views and feedback 
from those who attended, or who have previously attended the Annual Dinner, 
would be much appreciated. The next Dinner will be held on Friday 18th March 
2011, again at Ringway Golf Club. 

Antony Perrett 
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In the absence of the Association President, Peter Morton, Chairman Mike Gittins welcomed 98 diners to the 95th 
Annual Dinner, which was held on Friday 19th March 2010. 

There was a rather sombre start to the evening proceedings as news filtered through that Rowland Longshaw, who 
had organised the dinner for decades had sadly and suddenly died in the preceding week (see obituaries). 

Despite the inevitable disruption to the organisation, the dinner was well attended, with a particularly good turnout 
from the school staff and prefects.  

Following Grace by Reverend David Clark, an excellent meal prepared by the steward of Ringway Golf Club was en-
joyed by all.  

Following the meal Mike Gittins announced the 
winners of the 2009 golf trophies, with Paul 

Stockton winning the Charles Laver Trophy at 
the annual society meeting, and the Marlbor-

ough Trophy being won by the Old Boys in the 

annual match versus the School, putting the 
score 6-4 in favour of the Old Boys.  

The Headmaster responded to the toast to the 

school and paid tribute to the staff who contin-
ued to get the best from the boys.  This has 

resulted in the school achieving its best ever A 
Level results in 2009, with 77% at grades A and 

B.  Furthermore, the school achieved its best 

ever AS Level results leaving high expectations 
on this yearôs Upper Sixth. 

ANNUAL REUNION DINNER 2009  

Some regulars and some newcomers at the 2009 Annual Reunion Dinner 

Bernie Jordan helps Stephen Perrett pick raffle winners 
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On a recreational front the school broke new ground by inviting girls from Loretto School to join them in staging 

Romeo and Juliet.  There had also been an excellent production of The History Boys, although the script was a bit 
of an eye-opener for the more faint -hearted! 

The Head welcomed Peter Ellis as the new Classics teacher at the school, who is a former Old Boy of the School, 

taught by Peter Butler and Keith Nodding. 

On the school development front good 
progress has been made on the new 

£600,000 food technology/art block with 
£300,000 being contributed by the De-

partment of Education and over £100,000 

provided by Altrincham Grammar School 
Developments Limited. 

With an eye on the future, there are still 

proposals for a new ñlow carbonò science 
block and the School is currently investi-

gating new avenues for funding.  In 2012 
the School will celebrate its centenary 

year, and a committee has now formed to 

look at various ways to mark the special 
occasion.  Inevitably, contributions from 

Old Boys will be much appreciated. 

 

The response to the toast to the Association was made by Old Boy, Ian Horne.  He recounted fond memories of 
carefully preparing his ñduckôs-arseò hairstyle before being forced to cover it with his school cap.  There were less 

fond memories of the corporal punishment dished out by various Masters, likening Ron Tilly to Bruce Lee. 

On leaving the School, Ian was 
persuaded by Roy Wilson to play 

for the Old Altrinchamians AFC, 
which he has now been involved 

with for over 40 years.  Likewise, 

Ian is also involved in Ashley 
Cricket Club, which historically has 

a strong association with the 
school, and thanks to the current 

influx of ñOld Altsò the club is 

again on the rise. 

In closing his response Ian made 
a plea to the Head as a testament 

to old times to reinstate the 
School house system ï and bring 

back caps! 

The raffle made a record £700 on 

the night, assisting the Chairman 
to be able to make a donation to 

the School from the Association in 
the sum of £750, which goes towards  

the School Discretionary Fund. 

 

 

Diary Date: Association Dinner to be held on Friday 18
th

 March 2011 ï Ringway Golf Club 

Ian Horne made a memorable and witty after-dinner speech 

Sarah Lawrie and a couple of friends 


