Annual Reunion Dinner

Friday 18th March, 2011 at Ringway Golf Club

The event attracted a good crowd with 114 people attending, thanks to a big contingent from the class of '67, and support from the School by way of teachers and prefects.

Association President, Peter Morton, began proceedings with the traditional moment's silence as a mark of respect for those Old Boys and School staff who had died since the last Dinner.

The diners then enjoyed an excellent meal; cream of tomato soup, roast beef, apple pie and cheese & biscuits. During the meal the prefects did an excellent job of selling raffle tickets raising a record £705.

The president welcomed everyone to the 96th Annual Dinner and presented the golf trophies that had been played for in 2010, namely the Charles Laver trophy to the winner of the Society day, John Shaw, and the Marlborough Cup which was won by the School. Special mention was given to the golf secretary, Paul Stockton, who had not only organised an excellent golfing calendar, but also achieved a hole in one at the Inter Schools match held at Bramhall Golf Club, where Old Altrinchamians finished third.

A toast to the School was proposed by Association Chairman, Mike Gittins, and he handed over a donation of £750 from the Association to the School's Discretionary Fund.

The response was by Headmaster, Tim Gartside who thanked the Association for once again inviting him and his wife, Hillary to another very enjoyable evening. In his report, the Headmaster remarked on the landmark changes occurring over the last year. On 1st February 2011 the School had taken on Academy Status. Whilst this has meant a big change to the governance of the School, there has been no change to the fundamentals of School standards, expectations, ethos, or the School name!

As is almost expected, the latest exam results were the School's best ever and at A level, for the first time 80% of entries grades A*, A or B. 23% of entries attained the new A* grade placing the School amongst the best in the country.

At GCSE Level 73% achieved grades A* or A, with 88% of pupils attaining 5 or more A*/A grades. This placed the School 6th in the whole country at GCSE level according to official figures published by the Department of Education.

Sports at the School, largely thanks to the new Grammar Sports Hall facility and pitch improvements have grown in strength and breadth. As well as success with the more traditional sports of rugby and football, the tennis, badminton and table tennis teams have excelled. Both the under 12s and under 14s tennis teams were crowned North of England champions. Like wise, the table tennis team is North West champion. In badminton, the School is Greater Manchester champion at both under 12 and under 14 levels.

The Headmaster concluded by saying that 2010/11 was a year of looking forward towards the 2012 School centenary with key dates being 4th February 2012 for the Centenary Ball, and 27th April 2012 the Bridgewater Hall concert. Also the new Centenary Clock made by boys under the guidance of Gary Binns, the Technology technician, is now virtually complete and will form a suitable centrepiece in the School.

The toast to the Association was made by Peter Morton, who was not only in his 18th year of presidency, but has also been a member of the Association for 67 years. He recounted walking down Marlborough Road in 1938 and into the School gates for the first time, bursting with pride because he had gained a place to one of the best schools in the country. That pride was still with him today as strong as ever and he pointed out that all attendees were there tonight because of their affection for and loyalty to AGSB. The Association is an important and integral part of the School. It not only enables former pupils to keep in touch with their old school and school friends, but also runs various social and sporting activities, to which all Old Boys are welcome.

The final “speaker” was sixth former, Ryan Al Hakin, who at the age of 18 was already making himself a name on the comedy circuit around Manchester. Ryan’s humour and skill at impersonations hugely entertained the crowd and rounded off proceedings on a high.

Next year’s dinner will be held in the Roy Coleman Hall at the School (on Friday 23rd March 2012), and in celebration of the School centenary; it is hoped that over 200 will attend.

