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The Associationds A. G. M. wi || be hel d
2011 at 7:30pm. We will welcome any members of the Association as well as Old
Boys who are thinking of joining.

Headmasterdés I ntroduction
The school year 2010/2011 has been a very pleasing one in many ways. It has
been the year of considerable change in terms of national education policy due to
the election of a new Government and AGSB was one of the first schools to be of-
fered and to take advantage of fAcaden
pendent state funded school. We have used our independence to enhance our long
established ethos as an academic grammar school.

The school has enjoyed much success in national
competitions.  Success during this school year
sometimes came from unexpected quarters such as
our victory in the National Schools Karting Compe-
tition. National success has come sooner than we
expected in some sports. All our sports teams are
now benefitting from the specialised coaching but
it came as a surprise to me that table tennis and
tennis | ed the way in
Our U13 table tennis team reached the top 4 na-
tionally this year whilst in tennis we are currently
Ul2, U1l4 and U16 North of England championsi
the first school in the long history of the competi-
the 6tripled.

achi

tion to eve
Our musical groups are well established upon the national stage but this year the
school Swing Band reached new heights by winning the extremely prestigious Plati-
num Award in the finals of the School Wind Band of the Year competition and in a

different category our Concert Band won the Gold Award.

Teachers across the subject areas continue to ensure that our boys are offered
countless opportunities to pursue their varied enthusiasms and to explore new areas
of interest. | am delighted that football and rugby tours are now becoming an es-
tablished part of our sporting calendar because not only are they great fun but they
also develop team spirit and add to quality of team performance.

This magazine offers a tremendous summary of the activities of Old Altrinchamians
during the past school year but | must finish by looking forward to our Centenary

Year. The Centenary Committee has been planning over the past 12 months to en-
sure that 2012 is a special year and | close by asking you all to mark in your diaries
just three of the key days about which you will receive many more details in the

months to come.

4™ February 20127 Centenary Ball (Cinnamon club, Bowdon)
23" March 20127 Old Altrinchamians Dinner (AGSB)
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30" April 2012 - Centenary Concert (Bridgewater Hall, Manchester)
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Old Altrinchamians
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The Annual Dinner was held on Friday 18" March 2011 at Ringway Golf Club with a good crowd of 114 people attend-
ing, thanks to a big contingent from the Class of 0667,
Every year we have a good selection of newcomers, regulars and school prefects it makes for a very convivial mix.

Association President, Peter Morton, began proceedings with a moments silence as a mark of respect for those Old Boys
and School staff who had died in the preceding year, (see obituaries).

The attendees then enjoyed an excellent meal of cream of tomato soup, roast beef, apple pie and cheese & biscuits.

A record £705 was raised during the raffled a combi-
nation of generous prizes (thanks to all who do-
nated), attentive prefects who ensured that no
guest remained un-fleeced and the hectoring style
of the MC. The money raised all goes back to the
school in various for ms,
which 1 dm sure is a c¢omi
ladies pampering spa treatment for a mere £20 of
raffle tickets.

The President welcomed everyone to the 96" An-
nual Dinner and proceeded to present the golf tro-
phies that had been played for the preceding year,
namely the Charles Lather trophy to the winner of
the Society day, John Shaw, and the Marlborough
Cup which this year was won by the School. Spe-
cial mention was given to the golf secretary, Paul
Stockton, who had not only organised an excellent
golfing calendar, but also achieved a hole in one at
the Inter Schools match held at Bramhall Golf Club,
where Old Altrinchamians finished third. An im- The c¢class of 667, famed
looks, celebrate a big win in the raffle




promptu meeting of the handicap committee duly ensured that Mr Stockton is unlikely to trouble the prizes from
now on.

A toast to the School was proposed by Association Chairman, Mike Gittins, and was accompanled by a donatlon of
A750 from the Associati G < = -
tionary Fund.

The response was by Headmaster, Tim Gartside
who thanked the Association for once again invit-
ing him and his wife, Hilary to another very enjoy-
able evening. In his report, the Headmaster re-
marked on the landmark changes occurring over
the last year, particularly since the General Elec-
tion, commenting that in March 2010 the School
was in the dying days of the Department for Chil-
dren, Schools and Families, whereas May 2010
saw the creation of the Department for Education.
This has created a more permissive and enabling
philosophy allowing the School (not Government)
to be in the driving seat with the focus being on
allowing schools the freedom to do their own thing
as independent organisations, being responsive to
their market, not bureaucrats.

The Headmaster and Association
Chailrman prepare for their big speeches

The Department of Education started reform at a gallop, with a proposal which was attractive to AGSB 1 the
School was offered Academy Status, i.e. to become an independent school run as a limited company, albeit state
funded. Independence from the Local Authority does carry some risks however the financial benefits and inde-

pendence was seen to outweigh the potential pitfalls and on 1" February 2011 the School took on Academy
Status. Whilst this has meant a big change to the governance of the School there has been no change to the fun-

damentals of School standards, expectations, ethos, or the School name!

As i s al most expected, the |l atest exam results were
of the entries were grades A*, A or B. 23% of entries at-
tained the new A* grade placing the School amongst the
best in the country.

At GCSE Level 73% achieved grades A* or A, with 88% of
pupils attaining 5 or more A*/A grades. This placed the
School 6" in the whole country at GCSE level according to
official figures published by the Department of Education.

Sports at the School, largely thanks to the new Grammar
Sports Hall facility and pitch improvements have grown in
strength and breadth. As well as success with the more
traditional sports of rugby and football, the tennis, badmin-

ton and table tennis teams have excelled. The under 12s,
14s and 16s tennis teams were crowned North of England
champions. Likewise, the table tennis team is North West
champion. In badminton the School is Greater Manchester
champion at both under 12 and under 14 levels.

The Headmaster concluded by saying that 2010/11 was a
year of looking forward towards the 2012 School centenary
with key dates being 4™ February 2012 for the Centenary
Ball, and 27" April 2012 the Bridgewater Hall concert. Also,
the new Centenary Clock made by boys under the guidance
of Gary Binns, the Technology technician, is now virtually
complete and will form a suitable centrepiece in the School.

Some of the old boys are not actually that old.
Or indeed, boys.



After the light entertainment sixth former, Joshua Stutter, entertained the guests with an excellent rendition on
the piano.

The toast to the Association was made by Peter Morton, who was not only in his 18" year of presidency, but has
also been a member of the Association for 67 years. He recounted walking down Marlborough Road in 1938 and
into the school gates for the first time, bursting with pride because he had gained a place to one of the best
schools in the country. That pride was still with him today as strong as ever and he pointed out that all atten-
dees were there tonight because of their affection for and loyalty to AGSB. The Association is an important inte-
gral part of the School. It not only enables former pupils to keep in touch with their old school and school
friends, but also runs various social and sporting activities, to which all Old Boys are welcome.

The final Aspeakero was sixth former, Ryan Al Hakin, wh
the comedy <circuit around Manchester. Ryan6s humour an
and rounded off proceedings on a high.

Next yearés dinner wildl be held in the RdWarch@dlBaandiHal |
celebration of the School centenary, it is hoped that over 200 will attend.

ALTRINCHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR BOYS PARENTS AND FRIENLI
ASSOCIATION

This year the Parents and Friends Association are launching a new range of school crest cufflinks. The cuff-
links (nickel free) as shown (in a tasteful black gift box) cost £20.

If you would like to purchase a pair please contact - Nuala Powell: nandnpowell@hotmail.com

2012 Centenary

During 2012 the School will be celebrating its Centenary Year, with various events being prepared to mark
the occasion.

On 4™ February 2012 the School will hold the Centenary Ball at The Cinnamon Club in Bowdon.

On 30™ April 2012 the School will be holding a Centenary Concert at The Bridgewater Hall in Manchester.

I't is also Iikely that the 060l d Boys Associationo6 wild/l
zine T more news to follow.

There will be the opportunity for Old Boys to purchase various items of commemorative merchandise and
further information will be provided in due course.



OLD ALTRINCHAMIANS GOLF SOCIETY

Vintage Deux Mille et Dix

Old Alts v. The School 18 ™ June 2010 i The Marlborough Trophy

Tail between legs
The seasonbs o0 pmriseg the AlphahmomentuQld Attsiwere obliterated.

All the fatuous football punditry applies. They were well organised. They were leaner and fitter. They had
greater depth on the bench.

Al though the final score eludes me at this moment, I 6 m
inform you if you mention your affiliation to this Society. In fact, Mr Meakin had a lot to answer for. His team
wore colours. Every boy was clad in AGS green, every shirt was tucked in, every hair was Brylcreemed down.

| had not given a thought to the fact thatmy hand -pi cked team of children of the 4
a lecture on appearance. | had pre-supposed that shoes would be polished. It would appear that the discipline
and orderliness of years gone by had given way to something more slapdash. Tasteless polo shirts and rain-
soaked baseball caps dug from the bottom of the golf bag.

D minus, gentlemen.

Our organiser also avoided commendation, having brought the match forward by 3hrs to accommodate his
teamdbs wishes to watch a glorious performance for the E
that evening (0-0). A chaotic first tee saw century -old alliances ripped apart in favour of fashionable, ad-hoc
partnerships. It did not work and our boys took a hell of a beating.

We congratulate the Boys on their resounding victory and remind them that 7he Marlborough Trophy, rather
like The Ashes i s only ever 6on | oanbd.

Old Alts v. The World 7™ July 2010 i The Inter_-Old Boys Trophy

Back with a swagger

Twelve OId Alts took the field at Bramhall GC to represent their school against inferior seats of education in-
cluding; Kings Mac (Maxoniang, Cheadle Hulme (O/d Waconiang, Stockport GS (O/d Stop9 Stockport HS
(Stoconiang, William Hulme ( Old Hulmeiang and Manchester GS (O/d Mancuniang.

With 6 scores to count from a mere 12 entries, Old Alts were left feeling like the other teams are playing o6 f r o m
t he L a dviiteMaxaniane @y 6 from 18 entries and Old Stops any 6 from 30+.
But this is sport. Glorious, unpredictable sport.
Contributions from Leonard, Battman, Harrison, Meakin, Stockton and Shaw at an average of just under 35
Stableford points each secured a fine 3 place, a single point short of 2™ and a trifling 1 point a man fewer
than eventual winners Ol d Maxonians. Mr John Shawé6s per
him a bottle of Chateau Mouton-Rothschild. Mr Paul Stockton also received a prize for a Holein-One, a bar bill
of £107.00.

Old Alt v. Old Alt 9 ™ September 2010 i The 21 ' Annual Old Alts Society Day

Old friends and sleepless nights
Webve all had that dr eam.

The one where you co-ordinate a Golf Society Day and no one turns up. The telephone starts ringing at 8am
with excuses ranging from sick pets to metatarsal injuries. Thankfully, my preoccupations were erroneous.

After weeks of temperamental weather, a glorious late-s u mmer 6 s day greeted arrivals
morning. Our Official Starter set each three-ball off at short intervals following compulsory group photographs.



Peter Morton blessed each group.

| first played this event 5 years ago at Styal GC. From the first tee to the last drink, | had been made
spectacularly welcome by the Old Boys, very few (or perhaps none) of whom had gone to school with me.
The warmth and hospitality bestowed upon me seemed quite at odds with my standing in the group as a
new face. But that was just it. I was an equal. Wedd a
gymnasium, wal ked J 2 ot her A<
footsteps down Marlborough Road. We
had all spent our most formative years
in an institution with an ethos that we
each continue to carry with us today.
The Golf Society was an extension of
that fellowship.

So, the golf was played, the cards
returned and we gathered to dine to-
gether and toast our winners.

Mr lan Bell, our undisputed wooden
spoon champion, proposed a delightful
toast to the school on behalf of the Old
Boys. The prize presentation followed.

Longest drive was taken by the wily
fox, Mr John Shaw.
were collected by Mr Scott Meakin (4ft)
and Mr Ray Jackson (4 inches). No-
body begrudged Ray a prize (a framed
picture of the Hole he nearly aced)

Paul Stockton presents Mr Meaki
piné prize

after a breathtaking round -trip
of 502 miles to take part. The
inaugural Guest Prize was won
by Mr Bob Dickenson and the
Trophy was named in his hon-
our, in perpetuity. Mr Meakin
once again graced the rostrum
to collect his share of the Team
Prize won conjointly by Scott,
Mr Roy Harrison and Mr Antony
Perrett.

And so to the Charles Laver.
This exquisite trophy was sal-
vaged from a less dignified ex-
istence by my predecessor, Mr
GM Gittins and it is a fine prize
with which to crown the annual
winner. The envelope was
opened to reveal that finally,
John Shaw receives the Charles Laver trophyd he won with 36 stableford points ~ one of our most talented golf-
ing members had finally broken
his Old Alts duck.

Mr John Shaw had claimed his first Laver with a fine score of 36 points.



Following the presentation of prizes, the Old
Alts held a second presentation, that to hon-
our its most recognisable face and a man to
which we all owe the existence of the Golfing
Society itself, Mr GM Gittins. Mike or Geoff as
you may know him was presented with an Old
Alts blazer in recognition of his longstanding
service to the Society. As Peter Morton helped
GM into his commemorative jacket, the paral-
lels with the US MastersButler cabin cere-
mony were all too obvious. Such a pity it was
then that whilst the arms and shoulders fitted
neatly, the blazer co
midriff.

Finally, Peter Morton rose to give an ex-
tremely dry recollection of Master/Schoolboy
quotes that cannot be repeated here. AOof ! o0. The

ar ms c e

| look forward to reporting to you again in
12 months time on the antics of the Old Alts Golf Society.

Date for your diary : The Old Altrinchamians Golf Society day will be at Ringway GC on during October
0 date to be advised

Paul St oelkotégn (6

Centenary Logo

This issue and several other communications over the coming months will mention the school centenary.

The school recently held a competition to design a new logo specially to commemorate 100 years of the
school. The winning entry was produced by Gerard Southworth who not only had the honour of producing
a super design, but also took his creation along to local media agency, the If Agency, run by old boy, Chris-
tian James. Christian helped Gerard to refine his design using the latest media and design techniques to
the logo you see below. Many thanks go to Christian and his team for their help.




Ashley Cricket Club (incorp. Old Altrinchamians CC)

Ashley CC will start the 2011 season with new captains, new opponents and some new facilities after the ECB
funded a 3 lane artificial net at the club. Old boys John and Paul Allott
opened the nets at the Clubds | 1aprlo
The project cost a total of A42,000
erners, Cheshire East Council and Cheshire Grassroots along with a signifi-
cant contribution from club funds. The nets will help the Club provide coach-
ing to its 70 strong junior membership and the 60 senior players.

John Allott was first involved at Ashley in 1930 and was involved until the
|l ate 19606s before his son Paul mo v
saw him play for England.

Ashley will be providing a new perpetual trophy for the School cricket team
from 2011 and Paul has kindly agreed to allow us to use his name on the
trophy. It is likely that it will be awarded to the best cricketer each year.

The 1% XI maintained its place in the 1 Division of the Mellor Braggins
Cheshire Cricket League and started the new season away to Runcorn on
Saturday 23 April. They have drawn Chelford in the Cheshire Cup on May
1% and finish the season on September 17".

John and Paul Allott cut
the ribbon marking the opening of the
new cricket nets

The Club has 3 other senior sides with the 2" X| also
playing in the MBCCL and 2 Sunday sides playing in the
Chapel Press Cheshire County Cricket League. This year
we will also have a midweek Twenty 20 side playing

local Trafford clubs on a Wednesday/Thursday evening.
This side will be a mixture of senior players and Under
18s and it is hoped it will encourage more of our junior
players to stay involved with cricket. Finally we will

have a Sunday friendly side playing mainly away

More celebrations at the opening of the new nets matches to ensure all our players get their chance to
play the game.

Our junior section has two sides at Under 9 level, one at Under 11 and two at Under 13. Old boys Sefton Kwasnik
and lan Gallagher manage and coach the Under 13s and many other Old Alts are still playing for the club including
lan Horn, Dave Jackson, Chris Pendlebury, Gary Tyms and John Ward. John is sponsoring a junior cricket acad-
emy at the club. This allows the juniors to attend Old Trafford Indoor Cricket Centre to receive extra one -to-one
coaching from the Lancashire coaches; an initiative we hope will
be a great success.

Finally we have an overseas player, Dylan Freitag who joins the
club from Centrals CC in Traralgon which is 100 miles East of Mel-
bourne. Dylan is an all-rounder and will be involved in the coach-
ing of the junior players. He has had a good start to the season
with 70 runs and 4 wickets in the 2 pre -season friendlies the Club
had in mid-April.

John Allott presents Dylan Freitag
with his Ashley CC cap



